A LETTERG. Wright, AlA, Comments on Ranchos de Taos Church
The Archbishop of Santa Fe
tradition of replastering and funds
202 Morningside Drive N.E.
were not available for paid labor
Albuquerque, NM 87108
on an annual basis.
To me, and I am sure to Van
Your Excellency,
Dorn
Hooker, Kent Stout, Ben
1 have been told by my friend,
Benson
and all the others as arVan Dorn Hooker, of the Universichitects
who had been involved
ty of New Mexico, the great news
over ten years ago in the battle to
that the stucco at the Ranchos de
save Ranchos, this is truly wonderTaos Church is being removed
ful news. Ranchos is a living churfrom the exterior of that building
ch,
more now than ever. The
and will be replaced by hand
wrong
(expedient) decision has at
finished soft mud plaster. This is
last been rectified.
indeed gratifying and a most
My thanks, in the name of arrewarding decision on the part of
chitecture,
to the parishioners,
the parishioners. The lovers of arfriends
and
benefactors
of Ranchos
chitecture everywhere will be
de
Taos.
pleased that the parishioners, if I
understand it correctly, are the ones
Sincerely yours,
doing the work and will be willing
George Wright, AlA Dean
to continue to maintain the
building. The principal problem
School of Architecture and
years ago was that the parish had
Environmental Design
seemingly lost the desire to do the
The University of Texas at Arlington
hard work necessary to keep up the
Arlington, Texas 76019
CONSERVATION TRAINING PROGRAMS IN ROME OPEN TO
AMERICANS
The International Centre for
under the auspices of UNESCO,
Conservation (Rome), known as
the Centre is an independent body
ICCROM, is again offering courses
consisting of 61 member nations.
in architectural conservation, conWith headquarters in the Opizio di
San Michele, Rome, it serves as a
servation science, conservation of
mural paintings, and safety,
research and training center and as
a clearinghouse for the exchange of
climate control and lighting in
museums. Robert R. Garvey, Jr.,
conservation information and
Executive Director of the Internaspecialists among nations. Concerned with the scientific and
tional Centre Committee, which
coordinates U. S. membership in
technical problems of cultural conservation, ICCROM collects and
ICCROM, announced today that
the application deadline for the
circulates information, institutes
1981 courses has been extended to
and coordinates research, and
February 15, 1980.
assists in training research workers
and technicians and in raising the
"ICCROM offers an exciting opstandard of restoration work. The
portunity for American profesCentre today has established itself
sionals to participate in a unique
as the foremost international
training program," Mr. Garvey
preservation institution.
said. "I encourage qualified inThose wishing to apply should
dividuals to apply for the 1981 procontact the International Centre
grams.
Committee, 1522 K Street, NW,
The International Centre for the
Suite 430, Washington, D. C .
Study of the Preservation and
20005. In view of the short time remaining until the deadline, those
Restoration of Cultural Property,
interested are urged to call Dorothy
(ICCROM), is an international, inA. De Gennaro at (202) 254-8778
tergovernmental organization
and request this material.
established in 1958. Organized
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ARCHITECTURAL PROFES·
IONALS SELECT 1980 PIA
AWARD WINNERS
Wolfgang F. E . Preiser, partner
in charge of research; Architectural
Research Consultants, Inc. , Albuquerque, and associate professor
and co-director, Institute for Environmental Education, School of
Architecture and Planning,
University of New Mexico, was one
of eight architectural professionals
who selected the winners of the
27th annual PI A Awards program
sponsored by Progressive Architecture magazine.
The awards will be presented on
January 18 at the Plaza Hotel in
ew York City.
This year's jury selected 29 winning entries in the areas of architectural design, urban design and
planning, and applied architectural research out of 928 submissions from architects and related
professionals practicing in the U. S.
and Canada. The competition has
been held annually since 1953.
Preiser was educated at Vienna
Institute of Technology, the
University of Karlsruhe, Germany,
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University, and at Pennsylvania State University, where he
received his doctorate in manenvironment relations. He is consultant to various institutions on
topics of elderly environments, correctional and educational environments and aesthetics, has lectured at U. S., Canadian, European, and Australian universities,
and is chairman and coordinator
for
national
conferences,
workshops and symposia in environmental design research. He
served previously as research architect, U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers.
He is the author of Facility
Programming-Methods and Applications and Environmental
Design Research, Vols. 1 and 2.
Preiser is a member of American
Association for the Advancement of
Science, the American Institute of
Architects, and is first vice president of International Organization
for Human Ecology.
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Toolsof
thetrade.
It can be what you want it to be,
do what you want it to do.
Masonry is a thousand
colors, textures, shapes and
sizes. It creates patterns of light
and shadow that move with the
sun; it creates a visual mood for
the structure. It provides a texture of contrast, or unitywhatever you intend.
Yet with all of the aesthetic
freedom masonry gives architects and designers, it remains
fundamentally a very practical
and economical tool of the trade.
Masonry buildings go up
faster so they can be occupied
sooner. They have lower maintenance costs, never need painting, virtually no repairing.
Masonry walls, because of their
mass or density, reduce heating
and cooling costs , thus saving
energy. And masonry fulfills
many functions-structure,
enclosure, fire walls, sound
barriers, finish walls.
Because masonry lasts, all
of these aesthetic and practical
advantages are multiplied over
the years.
Masonry : Brick. block, tile,
stone - craftsmanship.
Tools of the trade. Consider
them for your next building.
INTERNATIONAL
MASONRY

INSTITUTE
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MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO
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